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Methods
The aerial monitoring program is conducted as a cooperative program between the Advocacy of the West, the 
Defenders of Wildlife, the Idaho Conservation League, and the Selkirk Conservation Alliance.

An aerial over-flight was conducted of the Southern Selkirk Mountains woodland caribou recovery  area to 
monitor snowmobile user compliance with existing snowmobile use restrictions and to monitor and locate 
caribou and other important wildlife use areas in relation to areas with snowmobile use restrictions.  To conduct 
aerial monitoring a Cessna 182 fixed wing type aircraft was utilized. 

To accurately locate boundaries of areas with snowmobile use restrictions in place, a laptop computer running a 
geographical information-mapping program (Arc view ver. 3.3) was utilized.  In addition to mapping software, 
the existing arc view extension, DNR gamin, was utilized to connect a handheld GPS system to computer for 
real-time mapping.  In addition to a pilot, a single observer/recorder was utilized.  Because of the conditions of 
the community airport at Priest River, the monitoring flight originated and ended at the community airport in 
Sandpoint, Idaho.

Conditions
Weather conditions were clear with temperature being about 50 to 60 degrees Fahrenheit within the survey area, 
no wind.  Weather had been clear for approximately two days prior to flight which flowed a period of cloud 
cover with occasional precipitation.  The flight originated and concluded from the community airport  in 
Sandpoint, Idaho.  The flight began at approximately 1100 and ended at approximately 1300; total flight time 
was approximately 4.0 hours.  A map of the flight path is shown in Figure 1.

Results

Snowmobile Use

Observed snowmobile violations in Upper Smith Creek.  It appears that they are gaining access into this area 
through the Abandon Creek drainage.  

Fresh snowmobile tracks were observed within Cow Creek, Grass Creek, Blue Joe Creek, Cedar Creek and 
along Continental Mountain north of the Mine.  Primary access appeared to have been from the Trapper Creek 
area.  These closure violations appeared to be from same machine/individuals running the ridges and hitting in 
on all the above-mentioned drainages.  They also 'high marked' at the back end of the Cow Creek drainage. 

Also fresh snow mobile tracks within closure along Joe Peak and it appeared that they were coming in via a 
landing at end of road in Bugle Creek drainage on state lands.  

Older snowmobile tracks on small lake west of Big Snowy Mountain on both side of border.



Wildlife

Fresh bear tracks (adult and two cubs) were observed originating from the vicinity  of Mollies Lake and headed 
downslope and north into Bugle Creek. Mountain goat tracks were observed at numerous locations.  Possible 
wolverine tracks along the east side of Little Snowy Top.  Older wolf tracks, but no recent tracks were observed 
in Malcolm Creek.  No caribou or tracks were within the vicinity of Little Snowy Top. The caribou evidently 
moved downslope into thicker timber.  Also there was no evidence in the form of tracks of caribou moving 
north into British Columbia.
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Figure 1.  Flight track for monitoring flight of May 8, 2012.



Figure 2.  Snowmobile tracks in Upper Smith Creek.

Figure 3.  Snowmobile tracks within Cow and Trapper Creek Drainages.


